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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

\. ) A method of preparing data for transmission, the methpd^omprising: 
transmitting a first signal requesting to tjaflsmit data; 
generating a first portion of a firjt^^cket fi*om data of a first source 
prior to receiving a second signaLgfmiting the permission to transmit data; 

transmitting a third ^^i^al requesting a change of data source from 
the first source to a se^^d source subsequent to said generating of said first 
portion;, and 

ggtt^ating a second data packet firom data of the second source. 



2. The method o 
the data of the first soiirCe 



a I 




, wherein said transmitting the third signal occurs if 
is^^ricomplete. 
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The method of Claim 1 , wherein said tran^litting the third signal occurs if 
^ time stamp included in the data of the fjpsfsource is later than the time of 
/ /receiving the second signal. 



1 4. The method,(^fe;iaim 1 , fiirther comprising: 
2 0 ^x^^scarding the first portion of the first data packet. 



30 



5. The method of Claim 1, wherein said transmitting of the third signal occurs 
after said receiving of said second signal. 
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A circuit comprising 

a refetch logic comprising: 

|ata port; 
|data port; 

ol line; 
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a first terminal; 

wherein the refetch logic propagates 
the data from the first data port to the data 
bus by default, the refetch logic propagating 
the data pom the second data port to the data 
bus when a first control signal is active on the 
first teiininal. 
a link controller comprising: 

a third data port coupled to the data bus; 
a second terminal coupled to the first control line; 

-^herein the link controller reads data 
fom ithe third data port and generates a first 
data packje the link controller discarding the 
first datsf packet when a second control signal 
is act ^e on the first control line. 

' \ 

The circuit of Claim 6, wherein the link controller generates a second 
packet when the second control signal is active. 
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The circuit of Claim 6, wherein th^ refetch logic fiirther comprises: 
a state machine comprising: 

a second control line carrying a third control signal; 



a multiplexer comprising: 
a first multip 
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a second mu 



exer port coupled to the first data port; 
tiplexer port coupled to the second data 



port; 
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a third termir al coupled to the third control line; 
a third multipjlexer port coupled to the third data bus; 

wherein the multiplexer propagates 
the daia from the first multiplexer port to the 
third ipultiplexer port by default, the 
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multiplexer propagating the data from the 
second data port to the third multiplexer port 
when the third control signal is active. 

The circuit of Claim 6, wherein the link controller comprises: 
a second state machine coiiprising: 

a fourth control line carrying a fourth control signal; 
a packet transmitter compi ising: 

a fourth dai a port coupled to the third data bus; 

a fourth terrninal coupled to the fourth control line; 

I 

|^^_^herein the packet transmitter reads 
data frddi the fourth data port and generates a 
first daU packet, the packet transmitter 
disjcarpiijg the first data packet when the 
rol signal is active. 
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10. The circuit of Claim 9, wherein 
packet when the fourth control signal is 
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1 he packet transmitter generates a second 
active. 



1 1 . The circuit of Claim 6, further c omprising an application logic having: 
a first data bus coupled i o the first data port; 
a second data bus coupled to the second data port; 
a fifth control line carrying a first control signal coupled to the first 
terminal. 
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